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An effective poster

An effective poster operates on 
multiple levels

Source of information

Conversation starter

Advertisement of your work

Summary of your work

A poster uses visual 
grammar

 It shows, not tells. 

 It uses a visual logic –
with a hierarchical structure that 
emphases the main points 



Define Your Message

Goal

Convey a clear message

Support it using a range of images & short 
blocks of text

Know your message

What do you want your audience to 
learn?

Focus on your message throughout 
the poster



Creating your Poster

 Planning : message, space, format & deadlines

 Focus : focus on the message & keep it simple 

 Layout : use visual grammar 

 Headings : headings convey major points 

Graphics : good graphics can dominate your 

poster

Colours : make a poster attractive & readability

 Text : avoid jargon, size: 24 point in text, 36 for 

headings

 Editing : be ruthlessly to reduce the amount of text 

and avoid errors



Planning

What is my message?

How much room do I have?

What milestones should I establish

My 

Poster is 

…



Layout

Visual grammar

Columnar format

Use 
organizational 
cues 

Reader gravity 

Balance and 
white space 



Headings

 Summarize 

 Use headings as opportunities to summarize your work 
in large letters. A hurried reader should be able to get 
the main points from the headings alone.  

 Organize 

 Good headings are part of 
the visual grammar that 
helps move readers 
through your poster. 

 Be Hierarchical 

 The more important the point, 
the larger the type. 

 Be Bold 

 Make the strongest statements 
your research allows 



Colours

Colours should be used only 
to emphasise &to add 
interest

 Avoid bright colours, ie
bright pink, bright yellow, 
bright green, etc

 Pastel shades convey 
feelings of calm

 Bright colours conjure an 
image of conflict and 
disharmony

Red & green 

colour blindness

Full colour vision



Background Colours

Use background and foreground 

colours that complement each 

other

 It’s best to keep the background 

light – dark background will cost 

more to print and is harder to read

Avoid gradient fills – they can look 

tatty when printed



Text

Too many font types distract, 

especially when they appear on 

the same sentence

Use fonts that are easy on the eye

This is Times Roman

This is Arial



Text

Headings should appear larger 

than the other text, but not too 

large

Do not use all UPPER CASE type –

makes it difficult to read



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS LINE 

WHERE ALL THE CHARACTERS ARE IN 

UPPER CASE?

What do you think of this line, where 

only the first character of the first 

word is in upper case?



Fonts

Do not use a different font type to 

highlight important points – it loses 

the fluency and flow of the 

sentence.



In this sentence, I want to emphasise

the word ‘emphasise’

In this sentence, I want to emphasise

the word ‘emphasise’



Spelling

There is nothing more amusing or 

annoying than spelling mistakes

It gives the impression that you are:

Careless

Not bothered

Not worthy of a high assessment mark



Common Errors

Incorrect Correct

Please except the gift Please accept this gift

He’s alright after his fall He’s all right after his fall

He refused to take my 

advise
He refused to take my 

advice

Put the bag back in it’s 

place

Put the bag back in its 

place

The car past the train The car passed the 

train

We spent a quite 

evening reading

We spent a quiet 

evening reading










